
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Mayor; Geary Jonas; James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” 

Viars; Peggy Hash; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:     None 

  

Administration Present:  Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

Administration Absent:   None     

        

Others Present: Amy McBride, Frank Akers, Mike Jones, Becky 

Harrison, Ralph Matney, Richard Caudill, Patrick 

Miller, Etthan Miller, Roy Whitehead, Bo Thomas                          
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the October 11, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for: 

Yontz, Jonas, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME  

 

Etthan Miller was present on behalf of the American Legion Post #229.  Mr. Miller stated that 

members of the American Legion Post #229 are present to address issues with the property on 

Elm Avenue that is adjacent to their property.  Mr. Miller stated that a realtor assessed the 

property, and the condition of the adjacent property will decrease the value of the property by 

$25,000 to $30,000. Mr. Miller stated that he has read the town council minutes and that this 

issue has gone back to February of 2021.  He added that nothing has been done to the property, 

and he presented pictures of the property that were taken in May of 2022 for council to see.  
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There have not been any improvements to the property since the issue was brought up twenty 

months ago.  He stated that many times during their meetings they have removed clutter from the 

Legion’s property back onto the Elm Avenue property that has blown over onto the Legion’s 

property.  Mr. Miller mentioned that according to the January 25, 2022, meeting minutes, Town 

Manager Childers and Chief Breedlove stated that they would speak to the homeowner of the 

Elm Avenue property.    Mr. Miller stated that the new Virginia law that took effect on July 1, 

2021, stated that a locality can adopt an ordinance to require the removal of clutter from a 

property.  The law also states the cost of the removal can be charged to the property owner 

and/or added to the tax ticket. The new law stated that the locality can have the clutter removed 

by its own employees. Chief Breedlove stated that a judge can charge an individual $50 per day, 

and the town can clean up the property without court action.  Mayor Litz asked how long it will 

take the town crew to clean up the property and place items in storage.  Mr. Jones stated that it 

will take the town crew a day to clean up the property and haul off the clutter.  Mayor Litz stated 

that the town should get judgement against the homeowner for the cost to clean up the property. 

Chief Breedlove stated that Mr. Sobey gave him the impression that the town would not win a 

case if taken to court.  Chief Breedlove stated that any town ordinance requires that the town 

attorney be the prosecutor.  Mayor Litz stated that the town should get a judgement and attach a 

lien to the property. Chief Breedlove stated that the homeowner mentioned to him that she would 

like to rent a storage building to store her belongings. He offered to use his personal vehicle and 

a trailer to move the belongings to the storage unit for her.  Councilmember Duncan asked if the 

town could move the items into a building on town property and give her thirty days to place her 

belongings in a storage unit.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that allowing the items to be stored on the 

town’s property will set a precedence for others to use the town’s buildings for storage.    

Councilmember Hash stated that even if the town allows her to use the town’s building for 

temporary storage, she still will not know what to do with all the items after the thirty days is up.  

Councilmember Viars suggested that the town rent a storage unit and place the rental fee on the 

property owner’s tax ticket.  Town Manager Childers stated that in his opinion if the property 

was near his property, he would not appreciate it either. He added that it is the town’s duty to 

enforce the ordinance and let the court decide.  He stated then the town has done its due 

diligence.  Mayor Litz stated that the issue needs to be addressed within the next two weeks.  

Mayor Litz asked if the town has a place to store the belongings.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that using town property would set a precedence and that the town could not charge for the use of 

their property.  Councilmember Lloyd agreed, he added that he believes that would require the 

town crew to handle the items twice.  Mayor Litz stated that by the next meeting the property 

should be cleaned up and the issue resolved.  Councilmember Duncan apologized to the Legion 

members for this issue taking such a long time to resolve.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

would like to talk to Mr. Sobey again about the issue before the town begins removing items 

from the property.  Mr. Miller thanked Council for addressing the issue. 

 

Frank Akers thanked the town for Dr. Pepper Day.  He stated that a lot of visitors were in town 

for the event.  He stated that there is a lot more that can be done for Dr. Pepper Day in the future. 

 

Patrick Miller asked about 307 Frye Avenue, the American Legion Building.  He stated that the 

advertisement for the property indicates a special zoning.  He asked if since the property is R1 

could a small business be placed in that building.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will 

investigate the zoning ordinance and get back with Mr. Miller.    
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Amy McBride stated that she just came from the board meeting at Wythe County Community 

Hospital (WCCH).  She stated that an urgent care will be opening on January 7, 2023, in 

Wytheville from 7 am to 7pm in the shopping center near McDonalds in Wytheville.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE – Councilmember Hash asked if the town will be having the annual 

Christmas parade on the first Sunday in December.  Town Manager Childers stated that the fire 

department normally handles the parade.  Town Manager Childers stated that he would also like 

to have Santa visit neighborhoods on the fire truck again this year.  The annual parade will be at 

2pm on December 4, 2022. 

 

Councilmember Viars stated that he had several positive comments regarding Dr. Pepper Day.  

He stated that the only negative comments were from citizens regarding the t shirt give away.  

The t-shirts were gone by 2:05pm and the event began at 2:00pm.  He stated that several folks 

would like to see food vendors at the event.  Councilmember Viars stated that he would like to 

recognize and thank everyone that provided displays for the event.   

 

Mr. Caudill stated that Veterans Day will be held at 3pm at the fire department on November 13, 

2022.  He asked if the town would provide a trailer and public announcement system for the 

event.  He added that Chuck Meadows will be the speaker at this year’s event. 

 

Councilmember Jonas stated that his sister passed away and Councilmember Lloyd moved an 

event from the Depot in order for the family to gather together.  He thanked Councilmember 

Lloyd for his kindness. 

 

POLICE REPORT – Chief Breedlove reported twenty calls, one larceny report resulting in one 

arrest, and one summons.  He stated that he will be working Monday for Halloween and the 

home football game on Friday. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report.  

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – None 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that the event went well.  He stated that next 

year the t-shirt giveaway will be later in the event.   He stated that a lot of people get the free 

items and leave.  He stated that the band did an excellent job, and the Depot Foundation has 

invited them back for next year’s event.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that the event will move 

over to the downtown area next year.  He stated that it is a wonderful event and with the extra 

space can be built upon next year. 

 

VRS – HAZARDOUS DUTY BENEFIT - None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan reported that the Rescue Squad will be 

handing out candy on Sherwood Ave on Halloween night.  He announced that the Fire 

Department will have a barbeque fundraiser on Friday.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

Rescue Squad is having difficulty keeping employees at the rate of pay offered with limited 

benefits. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the personal property tax 

tickets will be mailed on Friday, October 28, 2022.  She added that the real estate tax books have 

not been received from the county. 

 

Treasurer Patton reported that the Billzpay+ payment portal is up and running, and she 

encourages everyone to sign up.  She added that even if payments are not made on the site the 

bill can be received electronically, which will save the town the cost of mailing a paper bill.  

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – This report is included in the Town Manager's report. 

 

FARMER’S MARKET – Councilmember Lloyd stated that the committee met and discussed 

building a building or using the existing brick building. Councilmember Lloyd stated that David 

Maxey is drawing the plans and obtaining a quote for building a building on the site. Mike Jones 

stated that he has the information from Mr. Maxey. He stated that the committee discussed 

building a 24 x 72 building and a 20 x 80 addition onto the existing building.  Councilmember 

Lloyd stated that the committee discussed installing a door on the side of the building facing the 

railroad and a 20 x 80 lean-to.  He stated that the inside of that building would need to be 

upgraded and a new ceiling installed.  He added that the building leaks from the flashing where 

the old buildings were torn down, the roof does not leak.  The cost for the 24 x 72 building is 

$18,625 for the structure and the roof and the cost for the lean-to is $14,593.  He added that the 

cost for labor will be additional.   Councilmember Lloyd stated that with these quotes he will call 

another committee meeting to meet and make a recommendation to council.  Councilmember 

Lloyd stated that he appreciates Mr. Maxey’s attention drawing the plans and getting the 

materials quoted. 

 

Patrick Miller asked if there has been discussion regarding adding potable water to the site.  He 

added that now would be the time to install the lines.  Mr. Jones stated that a dump station can be 

added the site for approximately $200.   

 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

- Sidewalk Project- All of the sidewalk and asphalt has been laid for phases 9 and 10.   

There is still some grading to be done around the walls and the route of the sidewalks, but it 
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basically a finished product and will be pending a final walk through by, the contractor, VDOT, 

and myself.  I am pleased with the finished product except for some of the entrances that were 

constructed. 

 

- Downtown- JG Corum has been in town to hydroseed in the downtown area.  The 

hydroseed once, then apply mesh sheeting to the area, and then hydroseed again.  Weather 

permitting the rye should be up in 5 days and the fescue grass in 14 days. 

 

- I applied for 4 grant applications through Mt. Rogers PDC for 2 sewer projects and 2 

water projects.  I should know by November 5th if we have been granted any funding.  I feel 

these applications are pretty strong and hope to get some funding. 

 

- I received a signage plan from Pam Heath with VDOT and myself and Chuck Doane with 

Klockner have reviewed it.  I hope to have a plan together in the next couple weeks. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with the contractor and the cost of the black railing 

that is onsite now facing Main Street is $160 per foot.  He added that nice coated black chain-

link the same height will cost less than half of the price of the existing fencing.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he would rather not make the decision.   Councilmember Viars stated that the 

railing in place looks nice and, in his opinion, black coated chain link will look cheap.  

Councilmember Lloyd agreed that the existing type of fence will look better.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that a portion of the cost will be reimbursed by the grant funds.  A motion was 

made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to place railing uniform 

with the same type that is currently around the detention pond instead of a black chain-link 

fence.  There being no further discussion the motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, 

Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for October 25, 2022, were read and approved.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


